
Foreword 
 
HELLO,  
 
We are uked; addicted to the ukelele. We are totally enthusiastic about the sound, the 
possibilities and the simplicity of the ukelele. It sounds great and it is very easy to play music 
with it. With this book we also want to get you uked. We are going to help you by starting 
with simple steps, even if you have never hold an instrument before. So that you can play 
your first song in just one weekend and that you can learn very cool techniques which you 
can use the rest of your life.  
 
We both have no musical background at all. We do not know anything about music actually. 
That is not an apology, but a recommendation.  
We make it simple.  
We change chords without hesitation, if that makes a song easier to play. We cheat with 
fingers and strums when it suits us better. If someone who studied music got shocked and 
asks: oh but then you actually play B-fis-something and in the original it is with a minor third 
(for example), we just think whatever and play on. We prefer to be enthusiastic rather than 
complicated.  
 
We would like to give back the fun in music for all of those who lost their dream or pleasure 
in making music yourself. The ukelele is the perfect instrument for this. It is forgiving, fear-
free and accessible.  
 
In this book you will learn the basic skills to play the ukelele. You will learn it with etudes, 
exercises that are already songs. No dull songs, but cool ones. For that we got help from the 
super funky singer-songwriter Shanin Blake. We may use exclusively some of her original 
songs and she wrote a couple of songs to help you on your way. You will learn techniques 
which are not complicated (yay) but do sound very cool once you made them your own. 
They are also interesting enough for the advanced player. You will learn to keep your music 
simple (yay) so that you can complete the song with your singing (we will explain how). In 
this book you will read it all on paper and we have also videos of all the songs of Shanin so 
you can play with her.  
 
Playing the ukelele has two movements. An upward and a downward. Upwards is increasing 
your skills and downwards is adjusting your expectations. And you can have a lot of fun at 
the point where your skills and your expectations come together.  
 
We’re here to get you uked!  
 
Liselotte & Barbara  
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