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I have a tiger 

made of snow and coal. 

He is white 

because he gave me all the colors. 

I have a white tiger  

made of paper and storm 

who keeps all the words for me. 

I have a white tiger who accompanies me, 

even when he's not there. 

 

According to Luana, the young protagonist of this book, it’s not easy to 

live with a white tiger, although she did get used to it right away. Now she tells 

us how the white tiger, who is her best friend, accompanies her in each of her 

moods and listens to her, for example when Luana is afraid and talks non-stop, 

because the white tiger is braver than darkness. But the white tiger is peculiar 

and sometimes he goes away on a trip, leaving her alone with ants of 

impatience growing in her pants.  

Page after page, Mar Benegas traces the map of her young protagonist’s 

feelings, and how, thanks to the help of the white tiger, she learns to inhabit the 

world. The poetic prose of Mar Benegas is accompanied by the illustrations of 

Francisca Yáñez, which have the power of that which is essential. 

 

Mar Benegas (Valencia, 1975), writer and poet, and graphologist. She also studied economics, 
but she decided that she preferred taking care of other things. She has been publishing editor of 
a children’s books imprint, República Kukudrulu, and also of a poetry imprint, Candela. She is 
specialized in children’s poetry. She collaborates with libraries, schools and wherever they call 
her. She teaches both adults and children. Nowadays she is the director of the online school for 
teachers and librarians El sitio de las palabras. She has published in quite a few publishing 
houses poetry books for toddlers, children and adults. In A buen paso she has published: 
Abecedario del cuerpo imaginado, illustrated by Guridi, Con el ojo de la i, illustrated by Olga 
Capdevila, Versos como una casa, illustrated by Francisca Yáñez, Blanco como nieve, 
illustrated by Andrea Antinori. 
 
Francisca Yáñez (Santiago de Chile, 1971) grew up in exile in different countries, Argentina, 
Germany and Costa Rica. Her work is strongly impregnated by that experience of exile in 
childhood and the mixture of cultures and influences. She currently lives and works in Santiago 
de Chile as an illustrator, graphic designer and visual artist for different publishers and 



institutions related to culture, childhood and Human Rights. She has illustrated books dedicated 
to refugee children, and she exhibits and gives workshops in schools in various parts of the 
world. 

 


