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VOORWOORD 
“Shall we go for a spin?” We are in Zilverblauw's office 

and we are actually working. There should be a book 

about the magic of second-hand treasures. But the circle 

is calling. Or rather: the tension of finding a treasure, 

sometimes after a day, sometimes after a week, causes 

unrest. There is always the chance that we will find 

something that is on our ever-changing thrift wish list: a 

beautiful old glass lampshade, a Delft blue plate with a 

pigeon on it, an object that we didn't know we were 

looking for until we bumped into it... Marlous has already 

obtained a tiger statue from a Chinese restaurant that 

way. And a man-sized Greek column.

In the 21st century, treasure digging has nothing to do 

with pirates, gold ducats, lost treasure maps or 

uninhabited islands. Treasures are no longer in old 

chests, hidden deep under the sand or in shipwrecks. 

Today, treasure hunts take place on barren industrial 

estates, in meadows, in abandoned parking lots or in 

formerly vacant commercial buildings. These are the 

places where treasure hunters gather: they are the places 

where cycles are situated and where flea markets take 

place. Where the hunt for That One Treasure can begin.

What is that magical attraction that takes us second-hand 

aficionados to those obscure corners of our country? 

What's so attractive about it

the thrill of a search for an object

that might not even be found? The attraction of objects 

that have already lived a life, are old, sometimes covered 

in a thick layer of dust, sometimes quite musty and 

sometimes even, even though taste is unquestionable, 

are downright ugly?

We've thought about this question for a long time, but

there is no unequivocal answer. Except that for us, just 

like for pirates of a bygone era, treasure hunting is 

constant and addictive. It is a source of inspiration, 

because treasure digging requires more from you than 

putting a new vase digitally in your basket. Perhaps 

therein lies the real magic.

So we went hunting that afternoon. We visited, as is so 

often the case, more than one cycle. The

booty was noteworthy. Although there was nothing on 

our wish list.

Marlous Snijder & Anki Wines

@treasure_fest
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CHAPTER 1

THE MAGIC 
OF SECOND-

HAND



It's Saturday. And instead of going to a 
shopping street, you go to a thrift 
store. You cross the threshold and find 
yourself in a shed full of old stuff. Items 
that are only organized by category: 
lamps, crockery, furniture, toys. You 
just have to search for whatever you 
are looking for. Maybe you'll find what 
you need, maybe you'll find something 
you didn't know you needed until you 
bump into it. The offer is varied and 
unique to say the least. It changes 
every day. Better yet: every part of the 
day, sometimes every hour!

WHAT IS THE FUN OF 
TREASURE HUNTING?

Perhaps this is the main attraction of the second-hand 

treasure hunt: something

buy or order new pales in the search

in the organized chaos that is a thrift store, flea market or 

marketplace. In fact, the chance

is great that you can also find a lookalike vase that is now 

sold everywhere at the thrift store. Probably slightly 

different, but also a lot more original.

Second-hand items have already had a life. They have 

stood the test of time, often unlike mass produced stuff. 

And they are even cheaper. Second-hand treasures 

demand your attention: After you take your newly 

discovered treasure home, it often needs soapy water. 

Maybe some screws need to be tightened, a cord 

replaced or a slat fixed with a drop of wood glue. 

Treasure digging also asks you to be creative. Because a 

cabinet can have a good shape, but not the right color, 

which makes you decide to paint it. A lamp may need a 

different shade. Which you can also look for. Maybe that 

one cup is a bit too small to drink tea from, but you can 

put a mini cactus in it. With all that attention with which 

you honor your new treasure, you breathe new life into it. 

Maybe you fantasize about his past life, who he stood 

with first. You may find traces of his past. In short, it 

means that your found treasure means more to you 

immediately after purchase than a new vase. And that's 

not to mention the fact that your second-hand find didn't 

require any new raw materials to make it. Which also 

makes it sustainable. That the store where you bought it 

might donate its monthly proceeds to a good cause, or 

offer jobs to people with a distance to the labor market.

Whatever your style, there is always something to your 

liking at the thrift store. And all that is exactly what 

makes treasure digging so much fun.

U vaas van de kringloop
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Second-hand is more popular than ever
and there are countless places where
you can search for a new treasure.
Below you will find the most important species
places to score second hand.

RECYCLE
The thrift department store, thrift company, the thrift 

store or in short: the thrift store, is an organization where 

items can be donated that are then offered for sale in the 

store. A thrift store contributes to a better climate 

because discarded items get the chance to be reused 

instead of ending up in the trash. Reusable items can be 

returned to a thrift store. They are then passed on

the store employees checked, cleaned, repaired if 

necessary, priced and put up for sale in the store.

Thrift shops often also have a social purpose. They offer 

the opportunity to gain experience for people with a 

distance to the labor market, they function as a meeting 

place for local residents, and sometimes the proceeds of 

the sale are donated to a good cause. The latter category 

often falls under a church organization. In general, the 

following applies to cycles: the further from the Randstad, 

the more competitive the prices. And the better the offer.

GARAGE SALE

The flea market season runs from spring to

the fall. Flea markets are organized by a variety of 

organisations, sometimes once, sometimes every year or 

every week. You have little ones and very big ones: the 

flea market of the Bronkerk in Ugchelen is an annual 

recurring phenomenon, but also the Collectors Jaarbeurs 

in Utrecht. Every Tuesday and Saturday on the 

Binnenrotte in Rotterdam, in addition to the regular 

market, there are ten to fifteen stalls with sellers of 

second-hand goods. If you want to know when a flea 

market is being organised, check meukisleuk.nl and 

allekringloopwinkels.nl. Danny Post of Gowiththevlo.nl 

writes (sometimes hilarious) reviews about flea markets 

and thrift stores, so don't miss that website.

TRADER/VINTAGE STORES

Of course there are also a lot of vintage dealers who have 

a shop or warehouse where they sell the most fantastic 

treasures. The downside is that they kind of nullify the 

thrill of treasure digging: basically they've already made 

that one epic find for you. But there are also advantages 

to this method of treasure digging. Traders have a large 

network that you as a mere mortal do not have access to. 

That makes their wares rarer, more specialized and – if 

you're willing to dig a little deeper – more desirable. You 

will not easily find a vintage billboard from a former Greek 

restaurant with blue neon in the cycle, the chance is much 

higher with a dealer. An additional advantage is that such 

neon has already been restored and made operational for 

all that money.

Vintage traders usually have their own website, but they 

also often advertise on Marktplaats. Take a look at chapter 

6: ADDRESSES, starting on page 88.

WHERE TO FIND OLD TREASURES?

Voormalige neon van een Grieks restaurant
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Finally, one big tip: if a seller on Marktplaats offers 

something nice, always check his other ads for more 

beautiful thing!

CATAWIKI

Catawiki is an online auction house and makes it possible 

to purchase a special object as a mere mortal add to your 

collection. The platform operates internationally and 

employs more than 200 experts who curate the objects. 

The chance of buying a pig in a poke is therefore small, 

unlike Marktplaats. The commission on Catawiki is quite 

high. And you won't find a bargain very quickly, because 

of all the connoisseurs who are watching. In fact, for lots 

above 200 euros, a secret lower limit has been set to 

prevent an object from being sold for next to nothing. 

The closing time of a lot is also not fixed. If there is a lot 

of bids at the last minute, the closing time will be 

extended by one minute each time (and the price will 

increase as a result).

Catawiki is divided into categories that you can browse 

in, but you can also search by design or name. Because 

experts are watching and the goods are generally more 

expensive than on Marktplaats, you don't have to search 

Catawiki for spelling errors or complicated descriptions.

ETSY

On this worldwide marketplace you not only buy self-

designed, handmade items, but also vintage. If you're 

looking for an obscure foreign object (a polar bear 

figurine from the second half of the 20th century 

designed by a Czech artist), Etsy can be the place to find 

it for a reasonable price. Used used cars for sale must be 

older than 20 years, so keep that in mind when you 

search. You can also scroll through categories or search 

by name or design on Etsy.

ONLINE

A real thrift or flea market
visiting is of course the best.
That does not alter the fact that digital
treasure digging from your lazy chair 
also a has a range of benefits. We put
therefore the most important platforms 
for you in order..

MARKTPLAATS
Once a company name becomes a verb,

imagine that a platform has become a national concept. 

Dutch marketplaces since 1999, the platform passed its 1 

billionth ad in 2015. Marktplaats has 36 product groups 

and 1800 sections. You already open a free account with 

an email address. Therein also lies the risk of Marktplaats:

you may be dealing with a scammer. If you want to make 

sure you don't buy a cat in a poke, make

Then make an appointment to pick up your item. 

Marktplaats also has a 'cross over straight' principle 

whereby the seller only receives his money when you have 

received your product, but not every selling party wants to 

cooperate. Which doesn't mean it's a scammer! Bids are 

non-binding and can be ignored by a seller, causing you 

to miss your treasure.

If you are looking for a specific object, also search for a 

description of it and not just for a name or a designer: 

'Lamp of glass' for example. Sometimes people don't 

know that they are selling a design classic. Also search for 

other descriptions: 'bench from IKEA', 'old cabinet with 

carvings' or 'PHE' instead of 'Piet Hein Eek', et cetera. 

And search with spelling mistakes and spaces between 

words ('crockery cupboard'). Marktplaats filters out the 

worst spelling mistakes, but you will be amazed at the 

search results it still produces. Above all: try as many 

search terms as possible for optimal results. 
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